
Horse Heaven Hills Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

ALDER RIDGE WINERY – OVERVIEW

Alder Ridge Winery is a celebration of one of the founding, most highly 

reputed vineyards in the famed Horse Heaven Hills appellation of 

Washington State. Best known for its award-winning Cabernet Sauvignon, 

the vineyard’s first vines were planted in 1997 and includes plantings of 

Grenache, Mourvedre, Roussane and Cinsault, among dozens more, making 

it the site of Washington’s most sought-after reds. Prized fruit from this 

prolific, 800-acre site is purchased by many of the state’s most notable 

boutique wineries.

ALDER RIDGE VINEYARD
Set atop a series of arid, sparsely vegetated ridges that shoot up nearly 

1,000 feet at their highest point above the Columbia River below, this hot 

landscape receives just 5 inches of rain each year, on average, and it's 

precisely this climate and the steep, south-facing slopes that make Alder 

Ridge the perfect spot for growing high quality wine grapes. Alder Ridge is 

known for exceptionally long hang time, moderating the effect of the river 

on summer heat spikes and winter freezes, giving the Cabernet for which 

the vineyard is known tougher skins and firm tannins. Our winemaker 

hand-selects his favorite small vineyard. Elevations ranging from 400 to 

1,400 feet and varying soil depths allow fruit choices from unique 

micro-climates and micro-terroirs within the vineyard, creating intensity 

and complexity.

RECENT ACCLAIM

2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
#43 Gregutt’s Washington TOP 100 Wines (Seattle Times)

2009 Cabernet Sauvignon 
93 Points Wine Enthusiast, Editor’s Choice 

2008 Cabernet Sauvignon 
90 Points Wine Enthusiast
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WINEMAKER – PETER DEVISON
Peter Devison set out for a four-year immersion in winemaking education and related 

studies in New Zealand. His four years turned into nearly six, followed by a return to the 

Northwest by an assistant winemaking position at Vin du Lac, where he learned the 

nuances of working in a boutique winery. Peter later took the helm at Tsillan Cellars 

where he refined his gift for aromatics and garnered his first major critical acclaim. Peter 

joined Precept Wine's Waterbrook Winery as an assistant to Winemaker John Freeman 

and was later promoted to winemaker for Alder Ridge and Apex in 2009. His attention to 

oak and yeast experimentation are apparent in these award-winning wines.

ALDER RIDGE CABERNET SAUVIGNON WINEMAKING
Small lots are hand-sorted, de-stemmed and fermented separately using traditional, 

small-lot handling techniques. Emphasis is given to pressing times to ensure balanced 

tannins and maximum fruit expression.  The wines are typically aged in 100% French oak 

(40% new, 60% seasoned) for 22 months before being blended, lightly egg fined and 

bottled.

ALDER RIDGE WINEMAKING
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Wines produced at Alder Ridge Winery are carefully crafted in the heart of Horse Heaven Hills, 
created primarily with handpicked fruit from the most premium sites within the adjacent estate 
vineyard. 
The wines are made in small batches with amazing balance and complexity. Crush capacity at the 
winery is 500 tons, largely fermented in small red wine fermenters (1,000 to 6,000 gallon). The 
winery can hold up to 1,800 barrels. 
Unique production tools:
         • Double hand-sorting tables, for delicate processing at harvest.
         • Small two-ton fermenters with glycol quick-connects that allow for micro control      
during small lot fermentations.
         • Orion Wine Software allows our winemaking team to issue and track work orders    
 efficiently and to ensure that additions, wine movement, and blending are accurate.�

HORSE HEAVEN HILLS AVA  

Horse Heaven Hills is a 570,000-acre stretch of land located in South Central Washington state 
along the Columbia River, surrounding the town of Paterson. The AVA was established in Aug. 
2005. Unique features:
Precipitation:  Average of nine inches annually, usually during dormancy; very limited irrigation 
prevents vine canopy growth and results in well-balanced grape characteristics
Topography:  Mostly south-facing sloped, well-drained sandy soils dotted with dry plains, lending 
optimal sun exposure for ripening and protective air drainage, ideal in winter months.
Temperature:  Warmer growing season fully matures grapes earlier in the harvest season (decreasing 
the risk of fall frost).
Wind:  Brisk wind patterns are stronger than most of the Columbia Valley, contributing to less 
canopy and more sun exposure that helps with ripening while naturally preventing pests.
Major HHH Varietals: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay, Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc and 
Syrah.
Other Wineries in the HHH: Canoe Ridge Vineyard, Champoux, McKinley Springs, Chateau Ste. 
Michelle, Alexandria Nicole Cellars, and Mercer Estates.

An Estate Winery
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2010 CABERNET SAUVIGNON

HORSE HEAVEN HILLS
Naturally bounded on the North by the Yakima Valley 
appellation and on the South by the Columbia River, 
Horse Heaven Hills was officially designated as an AVA in 
2005. Its proximity to the Columbia River and a 
distinctive topography moderate the extreme 
temperatures of the area and provide steep, south-facing 
slopes for quick-draining loamy soils.

TASTING NOTE
Dark ruby and garnet core with a crimson rim.  
Concentrated and intense; nuances of cocoa, forest floor, 
truffles and red currant back up dark cherry and kirsch. 
A slight capsicum/pepper gives this wine its varietal 
thumbprint without being overbearing.  Round and 
generous with great flavor intensity and a persistent finish, 
this wine is seductive and polished.  Decant and drink.

FERMENTATION
All lots were hand-sorted, destemmed and fermented 
separately using traditional, small-lot handling techniques; 
emphasis given to pressing times to ensure balanced 
tannins and maximum fruit expression. 

BLEND
85% Cabernet Sauvignon

10% Merlot

5% Malbec

VINEYARD SOURCE
Alder Ridge

APPELLATION
Horse Heaven Hills

ALCOHOL 14.5%

pH 3.67

TA .57 g/ml

CASES PRODUCED
968


